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INTRODUCTION

The Federal Government began to regulate the size of trucks when the
Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 established a maximum vehicle widch of
2.44 m (96 inches) on Interstate highways. This was increased to 2.6 m
(102 inches) for buses in 1976 and to 2.6 m (102 inches) for all commercial
motor vehicles (CMV’s) by the Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982
(STAA). In addition, the STAA extended the 2.6 m (102-inch) limit to a
“National Network™ (NN) of highways (See National Network). The STAA
also enacted certain Federal length limits on the NN. There is no Federal
height limit, so States may set their own. Most of them range from 4.11 m
(13 feet, 6 inches) to 4.27 m (14 feet), with exceptions for lower clearances
on particular roads. :

v

WIDTH LIMITS

The maximum width limit for CMV’s on the NN and reasonable
access routes (See National Network and Reasonable Access) was originally
established at 102 inches, except for Hawaii where it is 2.74 m (108 inches).
To standardize vehicle width on an international basis, the 102-inch widch
limit was interpreted to mean the same as its approximate metric equivalent,

2.6 meters (102.306 inches) (See Figure 1).

2.6m(102.36")

| S E—

i i 2.6m(102.36")

E ; Excluding Mirrors

and Certain
Safety Devices

FIGURE 1. COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE WIDTH LIMITS
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For additional copies contact:
Federal Highway Administration
Office of Motor Carrier Information Analysis
400 7th Street, SW, Room 3104
Washington, DC 20590
(202) 366-1861

NOTES:

This pamphlet explains Federal length and width limits for certain
commercial motor vehicles and where these vehicles may operate. It

paraphrases the regulations. In case of a dispute, the actual regulations
govern.

All dimensional units are given in metric and English values in
accordance with the Federal Highway Administration metric conversion
policy published in the Federal Register on June 11, 1992 (57 FR 24843)
and the Notice of Interpretation regarding vehicle size and weight limits
published in the Federal Register on October 7, 1994 (59 FR 51060).

Publication No. FHWA-MC-96-03
HIA-20/9-96 (2SM)E



